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104 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November, 1786,

‘The engrofled bills, No. 44 and 48, were read and aflented to, and fent to the fcnate, with the paper
sbills thereof, by Mr. Digges. ] | a
The engrofled bill, No. 49, was read and aflented to, and fent to the fenate, with the paper bill
\thereof, by Mr. Gale. | )
Thomas 'Stone, Efquire, from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill refpe&ting cerrain cer-
tificates and plots, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, January 19, 1787 : Reud the firft time and ordered
¢ ¢o lic on the table. |

« By order, J. DORSEY, clk.
« By thefenate, January 20, 1787: Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs.
‘“ By order, J. DORSEY, clk.”

4 Which was ordered to be engrofled. |

On motion, ResoLvED, That the treafurer of the weftern fhore be and he is hereby authorifed
and diretted to pay to the feveral clerks and other officers of this gencral aflembly, or their orders,
the feveral fums of current money as ftated to be due to them refpectively on the journal of accounts,
out of any unappropriated money which may now or hereafter be in the treafury,

‘Sent to the fenate by Mr. Loockerman. ‘

On motion, ORDERED, That the petition of fundry inhabitants of Caroline county for ere&ing
the .public buildings for that county at Choptank Bridge, and the petition of other of the inhabitants -
of that county for erecting the fame at or near the centre of the county, be heard at the bar of this
houfe on Tuefday the third day of April next. :

The engrofled bill, No. 54, was read and aflented to, and fent to the fenate, with the paper bill
thereof, by Mr. Miller.

John Henry, Efquire, from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill to reduce the falaries of
the governor, chancellor, judges, and other officers, for the time therein mentioned, endorfed; By
¢ the fenate, January 20, 1787 : Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

‘“ By order, J. DORSEY, clk.
¢ By the fenate, January 20, 1787 : Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will not pafs.
“ By order, - J. DORSLY, clk.”

And the following meflage :

By o SEN A T E, Janvary 20, 1787.
GENTLEMEN,

WE are forry that our propofal to reduce the allowances to the members of the general affembly
from feventeen fhillings and fix-pence to fourteen thillings per day, fhould have given fuch offence
as to produce the remarks in your meflage of this day by Mr. Seney. We are of opinion, that
fourteen fhillings per day is fufficient to defray the neceffary expences of the members attending the

~ affembly: The propofition was made under the impreflion, that it ‘was neither proper or even de-
fired that more {hould be paid than what was abfolutely neceflary to cover thofe expences. We did
not imagine that the propofed reduction of the allowance would have the moft diftant tendency to
exclude perfons of moderate fortunes from a feat in the legiflature; or to fecure to the more afiuent
the fole exercife of the right of legiflation; and your indire& cenfure proceeds, we fulped, rather
from fome degree of warthth than from any real opinion exifting in your houfe, that there is an

~fuch defign entertained by this : We fhall not however be deterred by the fear of fuch cenfures, or

~ of othEr tonfequences; from propofing what we think right. In the neighbouring ftates of Virginia
and Pennfylvania, we are informed the per diem allowance does mot exceed twelve and fix-pence.
In this ftate the allowance has been different at different times ; it depends on an annual vote of the
affembly. We take the liberty to fuggeft, that when they who receive fettle the quantum to be
récelved, it is more prudent to be under than above the proper compenfation., We wifh indeed, that
the allowance was fettled by fome permanent rule which might relieve the affembly from the delicate
fituatlon they are annually placed in of voting their own allowances. Although defirous to re-
trench every unneceffary public expence, we are unwilling to violate the public faith, and to deprive
the civil oflicers of the fettled falaries, not more than adequate to their fervices. ' The difference be
tween officers who devote the whole, or the greater part of their time to public duties, and members
of aflembly attending occafionly, and for a few months, muft be obvious. The fees of officers and
attornies are not in any degree conneted with the expences of government ; thefe fees are fettled
By law; which have continued a confiderable time, and we do not know that they are too high ;
we have not the time at prefenit to examine into this fubject, and make a new regulation, if wanting.

In fejectirig the bill to reduce the falaries of the governor, chancellor, judges, and other officers,
for the time therein mentioned, we do not depart from thofe principles which we truft will always
dire&t this houfe to 4n uniforinity of coriduct on cafes fimilarly circumftanced ; but we eannot fub-
fcribe to the doctrine of your meflage, that to preferve uniformity, fimilar determinations muft be
given on cifes altogether different. It appears to us, that the difference of opinion between the two
houfes, refpecting their allowances, is no juft caufe to delay pafling and paying other charges on the
journal of accounts. o . |

In anfwer to your theflage of this forenoon by Mr. Sherwood, we fhall barely remark, that the fyftem
of an &miffion of paper money, the only one propofed by your houfe to provide for the exigencies of
government, appeared to us to be utterly incompetent to afford relief, and was thercfore unanimoufl
rejeéted by this houfe. It is not the province of the fenate to point out the ways and means of raifing
money from the people; had we prefumed to offer in a meflage any plans for this purpofe, you
might have confttued it a departure from the ftrict linc of our duty, and a breach of your privilege ;
however, we have more than ence intimated our earneft defire to ce-qperate with you, and to aﬂ%rd
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